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CSV-File Formatting

 List separator should be 

semicolon (;), decimal 

comma (,) and GPS 

separator point (.)

Default settings can 

cause some problems 

with CSV-format.

These instructions 

present a few options to 

ease the formatting of 

CSV-file.
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Excel

Notepad++
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 If CSV-file is in format that the 

data collecting system of 

Traficom could not accept. 

Option 1 – Excel & 

Notepad(++):

 Excel or etc.: Save file as Text 
(Tab delimited) (*.txt) -> list 
separator is now tab “ “

 Notepad(++) or etc.: Open Text-
file, use Ctrl + H and replace all 
tabs with semicolons. (Symbol for 
tab can be different within 
different programs. One can try to 
copy single tab from the file or use 
“\t”.) Similar steps to replace other 
invalid characters.

Save the file as Normal text file  
but in the file name replace “.txt” 
with “.csv”
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Option 2 - Changing default 

settings:

 Excel: File – Options –Advanced –
Editing Options – Decimal 
separator: “,”

 Windows: Control Panel - Clock 
and Region - Change date, time, 
or number formats – Formats: 
Additional settings - Numbers -
List separator: “;”



More Formatting Tips:

There are many programs that formats for example date, GPS or price fields 

other way than our system is able to approve. Using these programs to open 

and save might corrupt otherwise valid structure.

 Excel: Open CSV-file from blank document - Data – Get External Data – From Text: 
Format all columns as Text

There may occur some problems with special characters, this can be prevented 

using ANSI encoding instead of UTF-8.

 Notepad++: Encoding – Convert to ANSI
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Monthly monitoring data instructions: 
https://www.traficom.fi/sites/default/files/medi
a/file/Monthly%20reporting%20data%20instru

ctions.pdf

The example template of CSV-file: 
https://www.traficom.fi/sites/default/files/medi
a/file/kk-aineistojen%20esimerkkitiedosto.csv

In case of any related questions or problems, 
please contact us at 

lipatiedonkeruu@traficom.fi 

https://www.traficom.fi/sites/default/files/media/file/Monthly%20reporting%20data%20instructions.pdf
https://www.traficom.fi/sites/default/files/media/file/kk-aineistojen%20esimerkkitiedosto.csv

