
 
 

RESOLUTION MEPC.325(75) 
(adopted on 20 November 2020) 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE CONTROL AND 
MANAGEMENT OF SHIPS' BALLAST WATER AND SEDIMENTS, 2004 

 

Amendments to regulation E-1 and Appendix I 
 

(Commissioning testing of ballast water management systems and  
form of the International Ballast Water Management Certificate) 

 

THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE, 
 

RECALLING Article 38(a) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Marine Environment Protection Committee conferred upon it 
by international conventions for the prevention and control of marine pollution from ships, 
 

RECALLING ALSO article 19 of the International Convention for the Control and Management 
of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 (the BWM Convention), which specifies the 
amendment procedure and confers upon the Marine Environment Protection Committee of the 
Organization the function of considering amendments thereto for adoption by the Parties, 
 

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its seventy-fifth session, proposed amendments to the BWM 
Convention regarding commissioning testing of ballast water management systems and the 
form of the International Ballast Water Management Certificate, 
 

1 ADOPTS, in accordance with article 19(2)(c) of the BWM Convention, amendments 
to regulation E-1 and Appendix I; 
 

2 DETERMINES, in accordance with article 19(2)(e)(ii) of the BWM Convention, that 
the amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on 1 December 2021 unless, prior 
to that date, more than one third of the Parties have notified the Secretary-General that they 
object to the amendments; 
 

3 INVITES the Parties to note that, in accordance with article 19(2)(f)(ii) of the BWM 
Convention, the said amendments shall enter into force on 1 June 2022 upon their acceptance 
in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 
 

4  INVITES ALSO the Parties to consider the application of the amendments to 
regulation E-1 with regard to commissioning testing as soon as possible to ships entitled to fly 
their flag, taking into account the Guidance for the commissioning testing of ballast water 
management systems (BWM.2/Circ.70/Rev.1), as may be amended; 
 

5 RESOLVES that the analysis undertaken in the context of commissioning testing 
should be indicative; 
 

6 REQUESTS the Secretary-General, for the purposes of article 19(2)(d) of the BWM 
Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of the 
amendments contained in the annex to all Parties to the BWM Convention;  
 

7 REQUESTS ALSO the Secretary-General to transmit copies of the present resolution 
and its annex to Members of the Organization which are not Parties to the BWM Convention; 
 

8 REQUESTS FURTHER the Secretary-General to prepare a consolidated certified text 
of the BWM Convention. 
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ANNEX 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE CONTROL AND 
MANAGEMENT OF SHIPS' BALLAST WATER AND SEDIMENTS 

 

Regulation E-1 
Surveys 
 
1 Paragraph 1.1 is replaced by the following: 

 
".1 An initial survey before the ship is put in service or before the Certificate 

required under regulation E-2 or E-3 is issued for the first time. This survey 
shall verify that the ballast water management plan required by 
regulation B-1 and any associated structure, equipment, systems, fitting, 
arrangements and material or processes comply fully with the requirements 
of this Convention. This survey shall confirm that a commissioning test has 
been conducted to validate the installation of any ballast water management 
system by demonstrating that its mechanical, physical, chemical and 
biological processes are working properly, taking into account the guidelines 
developed by the Organization.*" 

 
2 Paragraph 1.5 is replaced by the following: 
 

".5 An additional survey, either general or partial, according to the 
circumstances, shall be made after a change, replacement, or significant 
repair of the structure, equipment, systems, fittings, arrangements and 
material necessary to achieve full compliance with this Convention. 
The survey shall be such as to ensure that any such change, replacement or 
significant repair has been effectively made, so that the ship complies with 
the requirements of this Convention. When an additional survey is 
undertaken for the installation of any ballast water management system, this 
survey shall confirm that a commissioning test has been conducted to 
validate the installation of the system by demonstrating that its mechanical, 
physical, chemical and biological processes are working properly, taking into 
account the guidelines developed by the Organization." 
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Appendix I 
Form of International Ballast Water Management Certificate 
 
3 The footnote of "IMO Number" under the item "Particulars of ship" is replaced by the 
following: 
 

"IMO Ship Identification Number Scheme adopted by the Organization by 
resolution A.1117(30), as may be amended." 

 
4 The text under the title "Details of ballast water management method(s) used" is replaced 
by the following: 
  
 "Method of ballast water management used  .............................................................  
 

Date installed (if applicable) (dd/mm/yyyy) ...................................................  
 
Name of manufacturer (if applicable)  ..........................................................  

 
The principal ballast water management method(s) employed on this ship is/are: 
 

 in accordance with regulation D-1  
 
 in accordance with regulation D-2 (describe)  .......................................  
 
 the ship is subject to regulation D-4 
 
 other approach in accordance with regulation ........................................ " 
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